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HB 2594

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:
Section 1. Title 45, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended by adding
chapter 5, to read:
CHAPTER 5
ARIZONA WATER IMPORT BOARD
ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

45-1101. Definitions

IN THIS CHAPTER, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:

1. "BOARD"™ MEANS THE ARIZONA WATER IMPORT BOARD.

2. "FUND"™ MEANS THE WATER IMPORT FUND.

45-1102. Water import board; membership; purpose

A. THE ARIZONA WATER IMPORT BOARD IS ESTABLISHED. THE BOARD CONSISTS
OF FIFTEEN PERSONS, ONE PERSON WHO REPRESENTS EACH COUNTY OF THIS STATE AND
WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THAT COUNTY. MEMBERS OF THE
BOARD SERVE A SIX-YEAR TERM OF OFFICE THAT BEGINS ON THE THIRD MONDAY 1IN
JANUARY. THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL ELECT A CHAIRPERSON FROM AMONG THE
MEMBERS. AT THE FIRST MEETING, MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL ASSIGN THEMSELVES
BY LOT INTO GROUPS OF FIVE, WITH ONE GROUP TO SERVE A TERM OF TWO YEARS, ONE
GROUP TO SERVE A TERM OF FOUR YEARS AND ONE GROUP TO SERVE A TERM OF SIX
YEARS. THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ARE PUBLIC OFFICERS, AND ARE SUBJECT TO THE
PROVISIONS OF LAW THAT ARE APPLICABLE TO THOSE OFFICERS. MEMBERS ARE NOT
ELIGIBLE FOR COMPENSATION BUT ARE ELIGIBLE FOR REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES
PURSUANT TO TITLE 38, CHAPTER 4, ARTICLE 2.

B. THE PURPOSE OF THE BOARD IS TO BRING NEW SOURCES OF WATER TO THIS
STATE, CREATE AN INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF WATER THROUGHOUT THIS
STATE AND ADMINISTER THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE WATER IMPORTED FOR THE PURPOSE
OF ENHANCING AND ENABLING POPULATION GROWTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION AND
MAINTENANCE.

45-1103. Board powers and duties; water goals

A. THE BOARD SHALL ESTABLISH, ADMINISTER AND OPERATE PROJECTS FOR THE
IMPORT AND DISTRIBUTION OF WATER THROUGHOUT THIS STATE IN FURTHERANCE OF THE
PURPOSES PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 45-1102.

B. THE GOAL FOR THE BOARD IS TO OBTAIN WATER FROM AND DEVELOP A
DELIVERY SYSTEM FOR TEN MILLION ACRE FEET OF OCEAN WATER TO BE DELIVERED TO
THIS STATE, WITH UP TO TWO MILLION ACRE FEET OF WATER TO BE AVAILABLE FOR
SALE TO OTHER STATES, AND WITH A MINIMUM OF ONE MILLION ACRE FEET DEDICATED
FOR USE IN THE SURFACE WATERS OF THIS STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT AND DROUGHT RESTORATION.

C. WATER THAT IS OBTAINED BY THE BOARD SHALL BE USED FOR DRINKING
WATER PURPOSES OR FOR ENVIRONMENTAL MAINTENANCE AND RESTORATION AND MAY NOT
BE USED FOR IRRIGATION OR IN GROUNDWATER STORAGE OR BANKING.

D. THE BOARD MAY PURCHASE OR GENERATE POWER REASONABLY NECESSARY TO
ACCOMPLISH ITS PURPOSES AND SHALL GIVE PRIORITY TO GENERATING POWER FROM
SOLAR, WIND OR NUCLEAR POWER SOURCES. EXCESS POWER THAT IS GENERATED BY THE
BOARD MAY BE SOLD BY THE BOARD IN FURTHERANCE OF THE BOARD'S PURPOSE.
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E. THE BOARD MAY HIRE UP TO TEN FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES AND SHALL RECEIVE
ITS LEGAL ADVICE FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. ALL OTHER WORK OF THE BOARD
SHALL BE PERFORMED BY PRIVATE CONTRACTORS RETAINED BY THE BOARD.

F. THE BOARD MAY SUE AND BE SUED AND HAS THE POWER OF EMINENT DOMAIN.

45-1104. Fee recommendations

A. THE BOARD SHALL REVIEW AND RECOMMEND FEES TO BE ASSESSED ON ALL
WATER SOLD IN THIS STATE, OTHER THAN WATER USED FOR AGRICULTURAL IRRIGATION.
THE BOARD SHALL RECOMMEND A FEE FOR METERED SALES OF WATER, BOTTLED WATER AND
OTHER WATER SOLD IN THIS STATE. THE RECOMMENDED FEES SHALL BE LIMITED TO ONE
DOLLAR PER MONTH FOR EACH RESIDENTIAL WATER CUSTOMER, TWO DOLLARS PER MONTH
FOR EACH COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL WATER CUSTOMER AND TEN CENTS FOR EACH
CONTAINER OF WATER SOLD AT RETAIL. FEES SHALL BE ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE,
AFTER REVIEW OF THE BOARD'S RECOMMENDATIONS.

B. THE BOARD SHALL REVIEW AND RECOMMEND TO COUNTIES, CITIES AND TOWNS
ALTERNATIVES FOR DISTRIBUTION CORRIDORS TO BENEFIT THE NEEDS OF THIS STATE
FOR ACCUMULATING AND DISTRIBUTING WATER AS MAY BE PROVIDED BY THE BOARD.
COUNTIES, CITIES AND TOWNS SHALL CONSULT WITH THE BOARD IN ADOPTING THEIR
PLANNING, ZONING AND LAND USE ORDINANCES, PLANS AND PERMITS AND IN MAKING
CHANGES TO THOSE ORDINANCES, PLANS AND PERMITS.

45-1105. Water import fund; purpose

A. THE WATER IMPORT FUND IS ESTABLISHED CONSISTING OF MONIES
APPROPRIATED BY THE LEGISLATURE, MONIES PROVIDED BY THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING ANY AGENCY OR BRANCH OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT,
MONIES RECEIVED BY THE BOARD PURSUANT TO SECTION 45-1104 AND GIFTS, GRANTS
AND DONATIONS.

B. THE BOARD SHALL ADMINISTER THE FUND. MONIES IN THE FUND ARE
CONTINUOUSLY APPROPRIATED.

C. MONIES IN THE FUND SHALL BE USED FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS CHAPTER,
INCLUDING DEVELOPMENT, CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF WATER DISTRIBUTION
SYSTEMS AND POWER SYSTEMS, ACQUISITION AND SALE OF RIGHTS TO WATER, INCLUDING
INTRASTATE AND INTERSTATE TRANSACTIONS AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION AND
MAINTENANCE.
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